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"There is someone who is wittier than M. de Voltaire ; and
that is Mr. Everybody." But the epigrams of Mr. Everybody
are evanescent 5 they elicit a smile, and are forgotten. How
few of us ever say anything at all memorable, even in the
literal and modest sense of the word! Some expressions, how-
ever, do not disappear with the utterance. They acquire con-
sistency and collective significance, either because they strike
many minds very much at the same time, or because they re-
main attached to some startling circumstance, or again because
they possess a peculiar tang and power. These are vividly re-
membered for a while, then they pass into ever-widening and
dimmer circles of acceptance. Here we have an intermediate
stage between the evanescent enjoyment of direct experience
and its definite, conscious recording. We might call it the
semi-fluid or viscous stage. There is a coagulation of expres-
sion, but it has not yet reached the point of hardening into
definite and permanent form. Opinions, types, themes, phrases,
thus acquire an existence and a value beyond the moment and
beyond the individual. Of such loose elements is composed the
Zeitgeist, the spirit of the time. It may be called the slang of
the hour, the words in fashion, and, negatively, those in dis-
repute, the peculiar connotation given to ancient terms, the
current metaphors, the favorite jests. This spontaneous condi-
tion of speech has been called Folksay; it is the verbal transla-
tions of Folkways. Remember that, so far, it has not fully set:
the slang of one circle is unintelligible or obnoxious in a dif-
ferent surrounding; the witticism of the evening may have lost
salt and even sense by the dawn of the next day.

Some Folkways and Folksays, for obscure reasons, go be-
yond the ephemeral. They pass, not into slang merely, but
into l&ngt<i$p) if by language we mean, not a code or a mail-
order catalogue, but a set of symbols with powers of evocation,
a mythology. Every change in collective mood gives a new
meaning to the words of the tribe. Beyond the plain terms,
we find the common feelings, the hoarded wisdom, the favorite
themes of a generation and of several generations. When they